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COMMUNICATION 



P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In the interview of August 5, 2003 concerning the above captioned application, 
the Examiner requested clarification of support for an earlier filed amendment (July 2, 
2001) to the numbering of a particular conserved amino acid sequence from ICE-LAP-3, 
QACRG. Applicants thank the Examiner for bringing this issue to their attention. 

A recently filed amendment (Paper No. 12, filed on September 3, 2003) failed to 
address this issue. The instant communication explains the support for the July 2, 2001 
amendment and further addresses the erroneous assignment of the original amino 
positions to the QACRG sequence in two recently filed amendments (Paper Nos. 9 and 



12). 
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The original specification filed on July 2, 2001 showed the ICE-LAP-3 QACRG 
sequence at polypeptide residues 259-263. However, resequencing of the cDNA 
encoding the ICE-LAP-3 polypeptide had revealed that the start codon of the ICE-LAP-3 
open reading frame is closer to the QACRG sequence than originally disclosed. Thus, a 
Substitute Sequence Listing was also filed July 2, 2001 in which the position of the 
QACRG sequence of ICE-LAP-3 was changed from amino acid residues 259-263 to 
amino acid residues 184-188. Support for the changed position of the QACRG sequence 
is found in the following papers, also filed on July 2, 2001: a copy of the Declaration of 
Craig Rosen of March 14, 1999, and Substitute Formal Drawings (in particular Fig. 1A- 
1B). 

In a previously filed amendment, the ICE-LAP-3 QACRG sequence was 
erroneously described as occurring at amino acid residues 259-263, See Paper No. 9, filed 
March 17, 2003, at page 1 1, last paragraph, and at page 13, second full paragraph. The 
same error was made in Paper No. 12, filed September 3, 2003, at page 25, first 
paragraph, and at page 27, first full paragraph. The correct position of the QACRG 
sequence is at amino acid residues 184-188 as recited in the July 2, 2001 preliminary 
amendment to the specification described above. 
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Conclusion 



Applicants respectfully request that this communication be made of record in the 
file history of the present application. The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at 
the phone number provided below if any further explanation by Applicant would hasten 
examination of this application. 



Dated: September 15, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 



Lin J. Hymel 
Registration No.: 45,414 
HUMAN GENOME SCIENCES, INC. 
9410 Key West Avenue 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
(301)251-6015 
Attorney for Applicants 

KKH/LJH/DAS/ZSS 
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